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RESOLUTION NO. 2017-100 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE 3 

COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, 4 

FLORIDA, RELATING TO VILLAGE-WIDE DEBRIS 5 

REMOVAL; APPROVING CERES ENVIRONMENTAL 6 

SERVICES, INC. FOR THE CLEARING, REDUCING, AND 7 

DUMPING OF HURRICANE IRMA DEBRIS THROUGHOUT 8 

THE VILLAGE; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER 9 

TO ISSUE A NOTICE TO PROCEED AND APPROVE 10 

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 11 

EXCEED $1,500,000; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 12 

EFFECTIVE DATE. (Sponsored by Administration) 13 

 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, due to the sustained damages received from the 16 

impact of Hurricane Irma on September 11, 2017, the Village of Palmetto 17 

Bay has an urgent issue of public importance that requires immediate 18 

action; and  19 

 20 

WHEREAS, the amount of debris surrounding the community due 21 

to the hurricane force winds of Hurricane Irma have created an extreme 22 

safety-hazard to the residents of the community such as motor vehicle 23 

accidents; and  24 

 25 

WHEREAS, safety is a priority to the Village of Palmetto Bay and 26 

there are many areas in the community affected; and  27 

 28 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of securing services to clear, reduce, 29 

and dump hurricane debris, the Village of Palmetto Bay selected Ceres 30 

Environmental Services, Inc. as one of the three pre-qualified emergency 31 

debris removal and management services companies from RFQ 1314-32 

11-006 (copy of Contract is attached as ‘Exhibit A’); and 33 

 34 

 WHEREAS, Ceres Environmental Services, Inc. was the only 35 

company immediately available with equipment and personnel to clear, 36 

reduce and dump debris from the Village streets; and 37 

 38 
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WHEREAS, Ceres Environmental Services, Inc. has surveyed the 1 

volume of Hurricane Irma debris throughout the Village and estimates a 2 

cost of $1,500,000; and 3 

 4 

WHEREAS, the Village will apply to FEMA for reimbursement for at 5 

least 75% of debris removal expenditures.   6 

 7 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 8 

VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, 9 

FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 10 

 11 

Section 1. Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct 12 

and are incorporated herein by this reference.  13 

 14 

Section 2. Authorization. The Village Manager is hereby 15 

authorized to issue a Notice to Proceed (attached as ‘Exhibit B’) to 16 

Ceres Environmental Services, Inc., in an amount not to exceed 17 

$1,500,000.00 for the clearing and removal of Hurricane Irma debris from 18 

Village streets and enter into a memorandum of understanding (“MOU”) 19 

between Miami-Dade County and the Village of Palmetto Bay regarding 20 

request for assistance with debris collection (attached as ‘Exhibit C’).  21 

 22 

The Village Manager will assist in the removal of hanging limbs 23 

where feasible, to reduce overall costs, which include all public roads, 24 

private roads, and leaner, hanger, stump program. The Village Council 25 

encourages local Homeowner Associations to reimburse the Village to 26 

the extent that the Homeowner Association receives insurance proceeds 27 

to clear private roads.  28 

 29 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become effective 30 

upon the date of its passage.  31 

 32 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 30th day of September, 2017. 33 

 34 

Attest: 35 

 36 

 37 

  _______________________  ________________________    38 

Missy Arocha      Eugene Flinn 39 

 Village Clerk     Mayor 40 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE 1 

USE AND RELIANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY ONLY: 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

_________________________________ 6 

Claudio Riedi 7 

Village Attorney 8 

 9 

 10 

FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION: 11 

 12 

Council Member Karyn Cunningham  YES  13 

 14 

Council Member David Singer   YES 15 

 16 

Council Member Larissa Siegel Lara  ABSENT 17 

 18 

Vice-Mayor John DuBois    YES 19 

 20 

Mayor Eugene Flinn     YES 21 
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          EXHIBIT C 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UN DERSTAND ING ('"MOU ") BETWEEN MIAM I- DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AN D THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA 

REGARDING REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE WITH DEBRIS COLLECTION 
 

This Memorandum of Understanding is entered on this 30 t h  day of September, 2017, 
by and between Miami-Dade Count y, Florida and the Village of Palmetto Bay. 

 
RECITALS 

 
WHEREAS, on September 4, 2017, Florida Governor Rick Scott issued Executive Order 

Number 17-235 declaring a state of emergency for all counties in Florida including Miami-Dade 
County because of the severe threat posed by Hurricane Irma; and 

WHEREAS, on September 5, 2017, Miami-Dade Coun1y Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez 
declared a Local State of Emergency for all of Miami-Dade County because of the threat posed by 
Hurricane Irma; and 

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County (“the County") and the Village of Palmetto Bay 
(''Village") are each engaged in disaster recovery and debris clearance services to clear public 
roadways from debris caused by Hurricane Irma; and 

 
WHEREAS, prompt debris clearance and collection, while essential to restoring roadways 

and public rights- of - way to effective operation, restore power and deliver essential services, must 
be performed in compliance with  all applicable FEMA or other applicable regulations to insure 
reimbursement; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County and the Village enter into an MOU for the debris clearance 

operations on County-owned roads and right-of-ways within the Village; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County and the Village find it in their best interest to have an MOU regarding 
debris collection operations on Count y-owned roads and right-of- ways within the Village. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above recitals and the covenants contained 

herein, the parties to this Memorandum of Understanding agree as follows: 
 

1. When determined to be in the best interest of the public health and welfare by the 

County, the County may request the Village to conduct debris collection arising from Hurricane Irma from 

specified County-owned roads and rights-of -ways within the Village limits ("Requested Debris 

Collection"). 

2. The Village  shall promptly advise the Count y of its  consent to perform the Requested 



 

 

 

Debris Collection which shall constitute "the Work" under this MOU. This MOU only applies to 

the Work as defined in this MOU and does not apply to activities not arising from Hurricane Irma. 

3. The Village shall be responsible to prepare all forms and documents required for 

reimbursement from FEMA or other state or federal agencies sufficient to allow the County to 

apply for reimbursement for the Work as a pass-through agency on behalf of the Village. To that 

end, the Village shall adequately document and maintain records of the Work with sufficient 

detail and specificity, including debris type, quantities, reduction methods, and pick up and 

disposal locations, to satisfy FEMA and other state or federal reimbursement requirements. 

Upon the County's request, the Village shall provide all records created and maintained 

documenting the Work on County roads and rights-of-ways to the County, FEMA or any other 

entity requested by the County. 

4. The County shall serve as a pass-through agency for reimbursement of the Work 

and be responsible for submitting reimbursement requests to FEMA, state or federal agencies. 

The County agrees to serve solely as a pass-through entity for reimbursement of the necessary and 

reasonable costs incurred by the Village to perform the Work adequately and efficiently, 

including but not limited to the Village’s contract costs for these services, labor, equipment, 

materials, and supplies. The Village warrants and agrees to only submit reimbursement requests to 

the County that comply with the applicable FEMA or other state or federal requirements. 

5. The County will be responsible for submitting to the Village only such monies as 

are received by FEMA, and state or federal agencies pursuant to this MOU. The County shall not 

be responsible to pay to the Village any amounts incurred by the Village that are not reimbursed by 

FEMA or the applicable state or federal agency. At all times, the Village retains the risk of 

non- reimbursement for costs incurred to perform the Work.  The Village agrees to indemnify 

and hold 



 

 

harmless the County to the extent any agency providing reimbursement for the Work under this 

MOU seeks a refund or monies reimbursed or seeks any penalty against the County arising from 

the Village’s request for reimbursement under this MOU . 

6. The County and the Village retain and do not waive any sovereign immunity 

provided by state law including but not limited to that provided under section 768.28 of the Florida 

Statutes. Consistent with the preservation of sovereign immunity for the County and the Village, 

this MOU is not intended to waive any sovereign immunity to third parties and expressly disclaims 

that there are any third party beneficiaries and disclaims any li ability to third parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this MOU has been duly executed by the parties subscribed 

below and is binding upon Miami-Dade County and the Village of Palmetto Bay, Florida. 

 
Attest: For MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA                                    

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Clerk of the Miami-Dade County 
Board or County Commissioners 

 
 
 

Attest: 

Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez 
 
 
 
 

For Village of Palmetto Bay 
 

 
________________________   _____________________________ 
Missy Arocha       Mayor Eugene Flinn 
Village Clerk 
 
 
 

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency  
For the sole use and reliance of the Village of Palmetto Bay  
 

 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Dexter Lehtinen      Edward Silva  
Village Attorney      Village Manager  




