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Veteran’s Park Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes From Meeting On  

Monday, March 28, 2016 

7:00pm Village Hall 
 

 
 
  

Advisory Board Members Present:  Paul Amato, Beth Adler, Richard 
Dorn, Thomas Frank, Paul Harrington, Cesar Lastra, Dana Pezoldt, Don Pybas, 
William Richards, and Pam Tabor.  
 
Ex-officio member Councilmember Tim Schaffer was also present. 
 
Advisory Board Members Absent:  
Beatriz Herrmann 
 
Staff Present: 
Mayor Eugene Flinn, Village Attorney Dexter Lehtinen, Village Clerk Meighan 
Alexander, and Commander Gadyaces Serralta 
 
Public Present: 
FIU Student, Megan Amato, George Tabor 

 
 

I. Information Concerning Miami-Dade County Code of Ethics and 
Sunshine Laws – The agenda was taken out of order while awaiting the arrival of 
ex-officio member, Councilmember Schaffer.  The meeting began at 7:00 with Village 
Attorney, Dexter Lehtinen, extensively covering Sunshine laws, how they affect this 
committee, how two or more members cannot discuss the business of this committee 
and how any communication and correspondence should go through Clerk Meighan 
Alexander.  Questions from the members were asked and clarified by Attorney 
Lehtinen who recognized that a subcommittee of the five American Legion members 
may have to be assembled, as they all sit on the budget committee that may be 
providing funds towards this project. 
 

II. Discussion of Mission and Scope of Committee- Councilmember Tim 
Shafer discussed how this is an official advisory committee of consisting of 11 
members and that the Village would like to hear the ideas for this 
passive/contemplative park located on three acres next to South Motors on 160th 
Street.  This park will not contain ball fields or playgrounds but could instead be a 
walking and contemplative park.  
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III. Public Presentation / Discussion- An FIU Student was recognized and briefly 
discussed the park. 

 
IV. Introductions – Committee members went around the table introducing 

themselves, what committees they represent, what branches of the military they                                             
served (if applicable) and what skill sets and ideas for the park that they bring to the 
table. 
 

V. Election of a Chairperson, Vice Chair and Historian – Clerk Meighan 
Alexander explained the importance of electing a chairman that can manage both time 
and keeping discussions on point during the meeting.  She also explained the role of 
the Historian/Secretary.  Dana Pezoldt made a motion to nominate Paul Harrington as 
Chair and Richard Dorn seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimous hearing no 
objections.  Paul Harrington graciously agreed with honor to serve.  Thomas Frank 
made a motion to nominate Beth Adler as Vice Chair and Dana Pezoldt seconded the 
motion.  The appointment was also unanimous and graciously accepted by Beth.  
Richard Dorn nominated Dana Pezoldt as Historian/secretary and Paul Amato 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimously accepted by the committee with a 
plea from Dana for a back-up person in case of her absence.  
 

VI. Schedule of future meetings set – Future meetings set for fourth Mondays of 
each month at 7PM.  Next meeting is Monday, April 25, 2016 at 7:00PM and 
scheduled to take place at Village Hall. The opportunity for meetings to take place at 
the American Legion 133 was offered to the committee as well. 

 
VII. New Business 

a. Commander Gady Serralta offered to drive committee members in the Sprint van 
to view Law Enforcement Officers Memorial.  He will contact Meighan to set this 
up with committee members. 

b. Discussion of safety and that space will be adequately protected and Chief 
assured that it would. 

c. Dana Pezoldt suggested that members bring their ideas and resources to next 
meeting and that staff gives an overview of the space available and how the park 
will be set up. 

d. Dana Pezoldt will explain how the Art in Public Places process works and how a 
public call to artists could help with the initial design and/or art work that could 
contribute to the park. 

 
VIII. Adjourn 

a. Dana Pezoldt motioned for meeting to adjourn and William “Billy” Richards 
seconded the motion. 

b. Meeting ended at approximately 9:12. 
 
Approved by ________________________________Paul Harrington, Chair 


