
 
 

Veteran’s Park Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes From Meeting On  

Monday, May 23, 2016 

7:00pm American Legion Post 133 
 
 
  

Advisory Board Members Present: 
Paul Amato, Beth Adler, Richard Dorn, Thomas Frank, Paul Harrington, Beatriz 
Herrman, Cesar Lastra,  Don Pybas, William Richards and Pam Tabor  
 
Ex-officio member, Councilmember Tim Schaffer was also present 
 
Advisory Board Members Absent:  
Dana Pezoldt 
 
Staff Present: 
Chief Gadyaces Serralta 
Public Present: 
Lou Clark 

 
 
 
 

I. Roll Call, Pledge of Allegiance – 7:00 PM 
 

II. Amendment Agenda- 
a. Public comments to be item IV, Housekeeping item V, Old 

Business item VI  
III. Approval of Minutes  

a. Brief review of last meeting’s minutes  
b. Motion made for minutes to be approved, motion seconded, 

minutes approved 
IV. Chairman’s Report 

a. Ceremony for Miami-Dade/South Florida Fallen Officers’ Memorial 
b. Invitation made for Memorial Day Ceremony at Post 133  
c. Meeting set for 9th of June, Paul Harrington and Commissioner 

Diaz to discuss committee  
 
 



 
V. Open floor for public comments  

a. Chief Gadyaces Seralta addressed Village Council meeting today 
regarding all village parks  

A. Discussed a map of Village Parks, existing or proposed, 
containing a rendering of the Veterans Park.  The map was 
for a Village Council Meeting.  It was taken down before 
the meeting.  Chief Seralta stressed that the rendering was 
innocently done.  Committee discussed the implications of 
having a visual rendering of something that has not been 
discussed by the Committee put in public view.  Ms. 
Herman did not agree that this was something to worry 
about.    

B.  The Committee agreed that the Village Staff or Council 
Committees should, as a courtesy, make the Veterans 
Park Committee aware of any plans to discuss or present 
visual media in a public forum prior to that discussion or 
presentation.  The belief is that, intended or not, once the 
public sees or hears information it becomes reality.  We 
are nowhere near the stage at which we can discuss 
possible scenarios for the Park. 

VI. Old Business  
a. Beth addressed PR Test practice station incorporated in park, 

potential Eagle Scout project  
A. Cesar, did not believe this complies with intention of 

keeping Veteran’s Park a “passive” park 
 

VII. Tonight’s Meeting/New Business:  
a. Discussion for layout and views of plan for park  

 
b. Cesar makes motion to table discussion for layout (item 6 on 

Agenda) and items to be included in park for one future meeting  
A. Tom seconds motion  

1. William “Billy” opposes, Paul Amato agrees  
a. Motion is denied  

 
c. Paul Amato makes motion for each member of the committee to 

give oral presentation of park vision and then present that vision, 
in writing, to include images at a future meeting. Discussion to be 
held off until all presentations have been completed, and then 
presentations will be reviewed by committee and discussed 

A. Time limit for oral presentations is 5 minutes  
B. Billy seconds motion  

1. Motion is passed, unanimously  
VIII. Oral presentations from committee members- 

 



Tom Frank 
Each of World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, & War on Terror displayed on 
walkway (with pavers, which can be purchased by the public in honor 
of known veterans) 
Billy – Pass  
Cesar- All seals of all armed forces and names on benches  
Richard - Monument with landscaping, area for PT, picnic areas for 
national holidays such as Memorial Day, etc.  
Don -Central managed monument of some kind that signifies all 
conflicts that American veterans have experienced with some kind of 
ancillary components  
Beth - Wants something up high that stands out, and can be used to 
provide shading in a meaningful way, plots that can be bought to 
commemorate veterans, something exercise oriented such as fitness 
stations. Use the built environment as part of shade  
Pam-Envisions something in the center with all flags from all services, 
perhaps some sort of water structure like a fountain, reflection pool, 
etc. Display of all emblems and can purchase pavers to commemorate 
based on each designated branch of service, stemming from armed 
walkways that lead to main monument. Benches along each one of the 
pathways for people to sit 
Beatriz – Pass  
Paul Amato - Entrance with walkway into higher area with different 
flags, and Gold Star family memorial, believes park should be “dual-
purposed” and active instead of solely passive. Wall of honor with 
Medal of Honor recipients.  A place where students and teachers are 
welcome for field trips to be taught about Americanism and patriotism 
Involve community in park, involve children –bands can come play and 
celebrate and commemorate veterans and holidays – Veteran’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Armed Forces Day 
Paul Harrington voicing request by Dana for Walking path, Artist 
designed piece, meditation area, park website linked to areas within 
park for respective branches, heroes, etc. Paul-pass until next 
meeting. 

IX. - New Business  
a. Don: some kind of program to approach businesses within 

community with opportunity to become sponsors, to help cover 
costs of planning, renderings, etc.  

b. When is South Motors going to begin construction? Can we have 
head of South Motors to attend a committee meeting?  

c. Next meeting will allow those who passed at this meeting to 
present their visions for the park.  

d.  Future meeting will include written descriptions/presentations, to 
include images/pictures, from members to elaborate on their 
personal visions for the park.  From there we will refine 
recommendations for presentation. 



 
X. Next Meeting: Monday, June 13th at 7pm at American Legion  

 
XI. Motion to adjourn meeting – seconded 

Motion passed  
Mtg. adjourned  

 
 
 
 
-  
Approved by ________________________________Paul Harrington, Chair 


