
Village of Palmetto Bay 
Minutes for Council Meeting of January 6, 2003 

Page 1 of 9 

VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA 
MINUTES OF THE MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2003 

MEETING OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
 

DEERING ESTATE VISITOR CENTER 
16701 SOUTHWEST 72 AVENUE 

PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor Flinn 

called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  The following members of the Village 
Council were present: 
 
Mayor Eugene P. Flinn, Jr. 
Vice Mayor Linda Robinson 
Councilmember John Breder 
Councilmember Ed Feller 
Councilmember Paul Neidhart 
 
The following staff members were present: 
Interim Village Manager Joe I. Rasco 
Assisting Village Manager Charles D. Scurr 
Village Attorney Earl G. Gallop 
Acting Village Clerk Meighan Pier 
 
Mayor Flinn asked Major Leonard Burgess of the Miami-Dade Police Department to 
lead the pledge of allegiance. 

 
II. PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS   
 

A. Coral Reef Broncos Jr. Midget Division Championship:  Mayor Flinn 
welcomed the members and coaches of the Coral Reef Broncos Jr. Midget 
Division Football Team.  He presented a Proclamation to the team, 
recognizing them for their placing first at the National Pop Warner Super 
Bowl Championship.   
 

B. Captain Michael Mouring of the Miami-Dade Police Department was 
recognized.  He provided a brief report regarding various public safety matters 
throughout the Village, such as enforcement of speeding violations.   

 
Following brief discussion regarding alarm registration fees, Captain Mouring 
concluded his report. 

 
C. Mayor Flinn introduced Jack Sullivan from Crime Stoppers.  Mr. Jack 

Sullivan, Executive Director of Crime Stoppers, provided a brief presentation 
regarding his organization.  He explained that Crime Stoppers is a civilian 
organization dedicated to assisting law enforcement.  Mr. Sullivan stated that 
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his organization guarantees anonymity to callers who provide tips that assist 
law enforcement in locating and arresting perpetrators of crime. 

 
Following brief discussion regarding the best course of action for 
apprehending criminals, Mr. Sullivan concluded his presentation.  

   
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. Council Meeting of December 16, 2002 
 

A Motion to bring the item to the floor was made by Vice Mayor Robinson.  
Seconded by Councilmember Neidhart. 
 
Councilmember Breder noted that Captain Mouring’s last name was spelled 
incorrectly. 
 
A Motion to approve the Minutes as corrected was made by Councilmember 
Breder.  Seconded by Vice Mayor Robinson.  All members of Council voted 
in favor. 
 

IV. VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

A. Zoning, Building permits and Code Enforcement continue with Miami-Dade 
County:  Mr. Rasco reported that the County remains responsible for 
performing zoning, building permits and code enforcement duties.  He advised 
that a zoning hearing on three items has been scheduled for January 28th at 
Southwood Middle School at 7:00 p.m.  He concluded that the County shall 
be providing complete files to the Village offices in the near future. 
 
Councilmember Feller asked that information be provided in order to allow 
sufficient time to review same prior to the hearing. 
  

B. Correspondence from Florida Department of Revenue:  Mr. Rasco advised 
that he had received information regarding certain revenues that are 
forthcoming; however, the State fiscal year calendar is different than the 
County and Village fiscal year.  
 
Following brief discussion regarding State record keeping, Mr. Rasco 
announced that the State fiscal year is from July 1st through June 30th.   
 

C. Efforts to find Village offices and square footage requirements:  Mr. Rasco 
reported that staff is actively looking for village offices, adding that the Long 
Term Planning Advisory Committee, Councilmember Breder, Mayor Flinn, 
and Mr. Scurr have been helpful.  He advised that the Village should make a 
decision in the near future.  He invited public input.  Mr. Rasco noted that 
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temporary space could be secured, but it would be beneficial to secure 
sufficient space to include a Council Chamber. 
 

D. Reception for Village Manager Candidates:  Mr. Rasco advised that the 
Village has partnered with the Deering Estate Foundation, which has agreed to 
host a reception honoring the Village.  He explained that the decision to do so 
was based upon the limited areas that a reception could be held and cost 
savings issues.  He advised that staff would be seeking input from the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Committee and the Public Information and 
Community Awareness Advisory Committee.  Mr. Rasco announced that the 
event would be held on February 7th. 
 

E. Councilmember Neidhart announced that he has been working with the 
Perrine-Cutler Ridge Council Infrastructure Committee regarding securing 
funding for the water and sewer projects in the south end of Palmetto Bay.  He 
added that Commissioner Sorenson’s office has been helpful in earmarking 
funds to perform the Master Plans and other related material.  
 

F. Announcement of future advisory committee meetings:  Mr. Rasco provided a 
hand-out for review. 
 

G. Mr. Scurr reported that as the Village has 180 days from incorporation to 
complete transition and provide services, during the month of January, staff 
will begin preparing Requests for Proposals to present to the Council for 
review.  He remarked that the Village should move expeditiously in order to 
comply with the May 7th deadline. 

 
Mayor Flinn concurred, adding that the Village must move forward, 
particularly with regard to the public safety and the Village Manager position. 
 
Mr. Scurr added that other positions that should be considered are a Finance 
Director, Building Director, and Public Works Director.  He advised that staff 
would be scheduling a meeting of the Finance and Budget Advisory 
Committee in the near future. 
 

V. VILLAGE ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

A. Explanation of Omnipoint Zoning Ruling (requested by Councilmember 
Feller) 

 
Attorney Gallop provided an explanation of the Omnipoint Zoning Ruling, 
pursuant to Councilmember Feller’s request.  He advised that the case called 
into question the validity of zoning ordinances, particularly the County zoning 
criteria.  He reported that cities with similar zoning ordinances remain 
concerned regarding their particular zoning matters.  He advised that the 
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Florida Supreme Court has accepted jurisdiction of the matter from the 
County on appeal, with argument scheduled for June 2nd. 

 
VI. BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Building and Permitting Advisory Committee – Chairperson Gabriel Bifano 
 

Mr. Gabriel Bifano, Chair, reported that Mr. Leo Llanes, Building Official of 
the Village of Pinecrest, had attended the last meeting.  He advised that 
Pinecrest had received voluminous uncleared permits from the County when 
they assumed responsibility for Building functions and remarked that the 
Village must be certain that permits are cleared prior to the Village taking the 
matter under its domain.  He concluded his report with brief input from the 
Council regarding outsourcing with a combination of individual staffing; and 
provided a brief review of other matters discussed at the Committee meeting. 
 

B. Long Term Planning Advisory Committee – Chairperson Brian Pariser 
 

Mr. Brian Pariser, Chair, provided a brief report regarding his Committee’s 
last meeting.  He advised that Mr. Rasco would be providing information 
regarding space need comparisons.   He noted that the Committee intends to 
insure that “reachability” of local government is foremost and that the Village 
Hall has sufficient space to accommodate staff and any outsourced personnel.  
He added that the Committee is also interested in investigating the possibility 
of the Village acquiring surplus property for parks and other governmental 
purposes.  He invited the public to the next meeting. 
 
Brief discussion ensued regarding the suggestion for a Village library. 

 
C. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee – Chairperson Howard Tendrich 

 
Mr. Howard Tendrich, Chair, advised that the Committee has been discussing 
the options of managing the Village parks through outsourcing services, 
staffing by Village personnel, and a combination of both.  He provided a brief 
report with regard to the matters that had recently been discussed by the 
Committee.   
 
Following brief input by the Council regarding possible County funds 
earmarked for Village parks, Mr. Tendrich concluded his report. 
 

D. Planning, Zoning and Code Enforcement Advisory Committee – Chairperson 
Paula Palm 

 
Mrs. Paula Palm, Chair, provided a report regarding the progress of the 
Committee.  She reported that the Committee recently discussed the 
Memorandum of Agreement for Building and Zoning services.  She advised 



Village of Palmetto Bay 
Minutes for Council Meeting of January 6, 2003 

Page 5 of 9 

that the Committee is in agreement that the Village should move forward with 
the existing zoning issues.  She asked the Council for information regarding 
appeal of zoning decisions. 
 
Attorney Gallop replied that the appeal would be directly to the Circuit Court. 
 
Following brief discussion regarding zoning counsel, which Attorney Gallop 
acknowledged he could provide, Mrs. Palm concluded her report. 
 

E. Public Information and Community Awareness Advisory Committee – 
Chairperson Courtney Collier 

 
Henry Clifford, Secretary to the Committee, advised that the Committee is 
preparing parameters regarding the Village logo contest.   
 
Attorney Gallop stated that the contest should be established by resolution. 
 
Mr. Clifford reported that the Committee is researching information regarding 
a web page. 
 
Following brief discussion and input by the Council, Mr. Clifford concluded 
his report.  
 

F. Public Safety Advisory Committee – Chairperson John Breder 
 

Councilmember Breder, Chair, advised that Chief Michael Flaherty of Key 
Biscayne, had given a presentation to the Committee regarding the positives 
and negatives of an independent police department.  The Committee would 
review the needs of fire and safety following conclusion of police department 
issues.  He advised that the Committee is meeting each Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
and encouraged public participation. 

 
G. Village Manager Advisory Committee – Chairperson Ron Williams 

 
Mr. Ron Williams, Chair, and Colin Baenziger, Consultant, provided an 
update to the recruitment schedule and job description.  He advised that the 
Committee plans to have all information to the Council to allow the selection 
to take place on February 10th.   
 
Mayor Flinn thanked Mr. Baenziger for his diligence.   
 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA:  There were no Consent Agenda items considered by the 
Council. 

 
VIII. RESOLUTIONS 
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A. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 
VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO 
ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS FOR NAGIN GALLOP FIGUEREDO, 
P.A., IN THE AMOUNT OF $23,589.74; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

 
A Motion to bring the item to the floor was made by Councilmember Breder.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Robinson. 
 
Attorney Gallop briefly explained his invoice. 
 
Mr. Rasco advised that staff had reviewed same and recommends approval.   
 
Following discussion, a Motion to adopt the proposed Resolution was made 
by Councilmember Feller.  Seconded by Vice Mayor Robinson.  All voted in 
favor.  Resolution 03-01 was adopted. 
 

IX. RESOLUTIONS REQUIRING PUBLIC HEARING:  There were no resolutions 
requiring a public hearing considered by the Council. 

 
X. ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING AND EMERGENCY ORDINANCES:  

There were no Ordinances for first reading or emergency ordinances considered by 
the Council. 

 
XI. ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE 
OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO HEARINGS; 
CREATING CHAPTER 5 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ENTITLED 
“QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARING PROCEDURES”; DEFINING EX-PARTE 
COMMUNICATIONS AND DISCLOSURE PROCEDURES; PROVIDING 
FOR ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT, CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
A Motion to bring the item to the floor was made by Councilmember 
Neidhart.  Seconded by Councilmember Breder. 
 
Attorney Gallop briefly described the purpose of the Ordinance is to establish 
hearing procedures.  He explained that under the Jennings Rule, the Court 
determined that any conversation regarding the subject of a quasi-judicial 
hearing must be disclosed on the record.   
 
Mayor Flinn opened the matter for public hearing at 9:24 p.m.  Being that no 
one from the public desired to be heard, the public hearing closed immediately 
thereafter. 
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A Motion to adopt Ordinance 02-03 was made by Councilmember Feller.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Robinson.   
 
Ordinance 02-03 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote.  The vote was as 
follows:  Councilmember Feller, Councilmember Neidhart, Councilmember 
Breder, Vice Mayor Robinson, and Mayor Flinn voting in the affirmative. 
 

B. AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 
VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO TAXES; 
CREATING CHAPTER 6 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ENTITLED 
“PUBLIC SERVICE TAX”, PROVIDING FOR LEVYING AND 
COLLECTING PUBLIC SERVICE TAXES AUTHORIZED BY FLORIDA 
STATUTE SECTION 166.231, ET. SEQ., UPON THE PURCHASE OF 
ELECTRICITY, WATER SERVICE, METERED NATURAL GAS, 
LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS EITHER METERED OR BOTTLED, 
AND FUEL OIL WITHIN VILLAGE LIMITS; PROVIDING FOR 
ASSESSMENT OF INTEREST AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT, CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
A Motion to bring the item to the floor was made by Councilmember 
Neidhart.  Seconded by Councilmember Breder. 
 
Attorney Gallop advised that the Florida Statutes allow for levying of the tax 
by government entities.  He noted that currently the County is collecting same, 
and this Ordinance would allow the Village to receive the funds.  
 
Following brief discussion regarding difficulties with the County Office of 
Management and Budget regarding collection of these funds, Mayor Flinn 
opened the public hearing at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Chuck Latshaw, 8825 S.W. 154 Terrace, asked if other municipalities are 
collecting the funds and returning them to the County for satisfaction of 
outstanding bonds. 
 
Mr. Scurr advised that existing municipalities, such as South Miami, have 
their own stormwater utility and secure their own bonds.  
 
Mr. Paul Blake, 16650 S.W. 77 Avenue, opined that the County’s desire to 
collect additional funds appears to be “double mitigation”. 
 
Mayor Flinn replied that the Village boundaries were included in the 
stormwater bond and the County has certain requirements that obligate the 
Village to pay back the bond for projects within the Village. 
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Mr. Ed Ludovici remarked that with regard to the stormwater project, the 
Village would be required to pay a proportionate share, which amounts to less 
than $100K per year.   
 
Mr. Rasco concurred, adding that the Village Charter obligates the Village. 
  
Mayor Flinn closed the public hearing at 9:39 p.m. 
 
A Motion to adopt Ordinance 02-04 was made by Councilmember Breder.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Robinson.   
 
Ordinance 02-04 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote.  The vote was as 
follows:  Councilmember Feller, Councilmember Neidhart, Councilmember 
Breder, Vice Mayor Robinson, and Mayor Flinn voting in the affirmative. 
 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

A. Ms. Maria Stout-Tate, 8320 S.W. 152 Street, asked the Council to direct 
public safety to assist with speeding violations and the installation of a traffic  
light or pedestrian crossing light at 83rd Avenue and 152nd Street. 

 
Following brief discussion regarding the matter, Councilmember Feller 
advised that the Long Term Planning Advisory Committee would review the 
matter and the Village would contact the County regarding the lights. 
 
Mayor Flinn remarked that the Village would investigate the matter; however, 
unfortunately speeding is an ongoing problem.   

 
B. Mr. Henry Clifford, 8875 S.W. 171 Street, advised that the Shoma Homes 

development is allegedly appearing before D.E.R.M. on January 9th.  He 
remarked that the Village should consider installing sidewalks on both sides 
of main roadways.  He concluded that the traffic light on 144th Street and 
U.S.1 had been re-calibrated, which is causing traffic problems. 

 
C. Ms. Bev Gerald, resident, advised that two areas, North Dade and Doral shall 

soon be voting for incorporation.  She noted that the areas of Kendall, Cutler 
Ridge, Redlands, Fountainbleau Park, and West Kendall are also considering 
incorporation.  She noted that North Dade, being such a large area, has an 
expensive public awareness campaign ahead and asked volunteers who wish 
to assist their community to contact her.  

 
Mayor Flinn noted that South Miami is also looking to annex the area east of 
U.S. 1. 

 
Mr. Scurr concurred.  
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XIII. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
A. Mayor Flinn briefly discussed the Federal Flood Insurance matter and the 

need to meet with FEMA representatives to review flood zone maps and 
insure that the zones are drawn properly.  

 
Councilmember Feller concurred, adding that he, too, believes the windstorm 
maps are also inaccurate, as the areas that appear to be subject to wind 
damage stop at Dixie Highway.   

 
B. Vice Mayor Robinson asked if Attorney Gallop would draft a Resolution to 

create a new committee or liaison with regard to an education liaison.  She 
also thanked all for their support during the passing of her husband and 
advised that the Village would be establishing a fund for receipt of the 
donations.  She asked staff to investigate the possibility of the U.S. Postal 
Service providing one zip code, possibly 33158, for the Palmetto Bay area. 

 
XIV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
XV. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT:  The next meeting of the Council shall 

be held on January 21, 2003 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Visitor’s Center at the 
Deering Estate.  The meeting adjourned at 10:07 p.m. 

 
 

Prepared and submitted by: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Meighan J. Pier 
Acting Village Clerk 
 
 
Adopted by the Village Council on 
this 21st day of January, 2003. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Eugene P. Flinn, Jr., Mayor 
 


