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VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA 
MINUTES OF THE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2004 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

 
DEERING ESTATE VISITOR’S CENTER 

16701 SW 72 AVENUE 
PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor 

Flinn called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The following members of the 
Village Council were present: 
 
Mayor Eugene P. Flinn, Jr. 
Vice Mayor Linda Robinson 
Councilmember John Breder 
Councilmember Ed Feller 
Councilmember Paul Neidhart 
 
The following staff members were present: 
Village Manager Charles D. Scurr 
Village Attorney Luis Figueredo 
Village Clerk Meighan Pier 

 
 Mayor Flinn lead the pledge of allegiance. 
 
II. PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS  
 

A. Presentation of Parks Master Plan 
 

Mr. Scurr began the presentation, reporting that the consultants have 
prepared three alternatives for Perrine Park.  He reminded the public and 
the Council that the master plan is not a concrete document, the Council 
can decide if something remains or is removed; however, staff requires 
direction to finalize the plans.  He thanked all in attendance for 
participating. 
 
Mr. Eddie Lamas and Wally Lucky, Landscape Director, representing 
Bermello & Partners, provided an introduction and displayed the plans for 
all the Village Parks (Coral Reef, Publix, Bayside, Perrine Wayside, and 
Perrine Park, including the three options).   

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  None at this time. 
 
IV. VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT:  None at this time. 
 
V. VILLAGE ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  None at this time. 
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VI. BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None at this time. 
 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA:  None at this time. 
 
VIII. REQUESTS, PETITIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

The following individuals addressed the Council:  Susan May, 9601 SW 182 
Street; George Williams, 9345 SW 180 Street; Eric Tolberg, 7884 SW 179 
Terrace; Dan Willis, 17190 SW 85 Avenue; Maggie Wilson, 7325 SW 162 Street; 
Kevin Asher, 7622 SW 179 Terrace; Camile Smith, (Address not provided); 
Donna Atkins (Address not provided); Rosemary Hailey (Address not provided); 
Digna Bourcier, 8840 SW 148 Street; Valerie McFarlane, 15620 SW 113 Avenue; 
Lisa LeBratt, 9300 SW 178 Street; Marsha Matson, 9300 SW 180 Street; Shawna 
McKendrick,  9360 SW 178 Street; Perly Richardson, Coral Reef Raquetball 
Club. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding the condition of the racquetball courts located at 
Coral Reef Park. 
 
Public comment continued as followed:  Ronald Nentwig, 7601 SW 144 Terrace; 
Al Elias, 8820 SW 149 Street; Chuck Latshaw, 8825 SW 154 Terrace; Stewart 
Guthrie, 6960 SW 144 Street; Joe Ryan, 7895 SW 160 Street; Clint Bales, 
Assistant Principal at Palmetto High; Mike Codflet, Coach of Palmetto High 
School; Spiro Comitos, Coral Reef Racquetball; Jay Reichman, Senior at 
Palmetto High; Liz Burns, Senior at Palmetto High; Lauren Lechian, softball 
player; Ann Maria Brown, 9340 SW 178 Street; Henry Clifford, 8875 SW 171 
Street; Todd Morrow, 9375 SW 178 Terrace; Michelle Shipsky (Address not 
provided); Susan Howenspent, 9850 SW 178 Street. 
 
The meeting was briefly recessed at 8:38 p.m.  It reconvened at 8:48 p.m.  

 
Public comment continued as follows:  Elias Menendez, member of the Coral 
Reef Racquetball Club; Sarah Buchholtz (Address not provided); George 
Billbrough, 7321 SW 146 Terrace; Juan Suarez, 14625 SW 87 Place; Margaret 
Cross (Address not provided); Maria Stout-Tate, 8320 SW 152 Street; John 
Buchholtz (Address not provided); James Woodard,17001 SW 90 Avenue; Jane 
Foreman, Jane Foreman Tennis Academy; Brian Pariser, 15300 SW 78 Court; 
Susan Gibson Pierpoint (Address not provided); Kevin Ryan, 15305 SW 77 
Court; Bill Gwynn, 9365 SW 180 Street; Saul Betancourt, 9065 SW 182 Street; 
Jack Misitis, 17625 SW 91 Avenue; Gabe Bifano, 7371 SW 156 Street; Sue 
Clifford, 8875 SW 171 Street; Terry Pascual, 9321 SW 178 Street; Jacqueline 
Prussing, 9341 SW 178 Street; Jason Prussing, 9341 SW 178 Street; Gil Pascual, 
9321 SW 178 Street; Aida Crusan, 17501 SW 92 Avenue; Tucker Crusan, 17501 
SW 92 Avenue; Ginger Cates, 7840 SW 146 Street; Ashley Barbado (Address not 
provided); Glen Lurie, 17501 SW 93 Place; Tom Barbado, (Address not 
provided); Kristen Markovich, 17550 SW 93 Avenue; Howard Tendrich, 16500 
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SW 74 Avenue; Pat Mathers, 8140 SW 141 Street; and, Leif Gunderson (Address 
not provided). 

 
IX. RESOLUTIONS 
 

A. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE COUNCIL OF 
THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA; APPROVING THE 
PARKS MASTER PLANS FOR CORAL REEK PARK, PERRINE 
PARK, PERRINE WAYSIDE PARK, BAYFRONT PARK AND 
PUBLIX PARKS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
With regard to Perrine Park, Councilman Feller asked if eight fields were 
required for sanctioned tournaments. 

 
Attorney Figueredo replied that he had spoken with a representative of the 
NSA who advised that the fields can be within a short distance of each 
other to be eligible for tournaments. 

 
Councilman Feller moved to defer decision on Perrine Park until more 
data is provided. 
 
Mayor Flinn noted that the Council is charged with making policy 
decisions and the plan can be modified to fit the policy.  He stated that the 
master plans are not site plans, rather include proposed elements. 
 
The previous motion was seconded by Councilman Neidhart.   
 
Vice Mayor Robinson suggested that the Council consider deferring all 
parks, as each plan may affect the other. 

 
Councilman Breder concurs with Vice Mayor Robinson, adding that there 
remains interconnectivity of the parks. 

 
All voted in favor of the previous motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Mayor Flinn stated that he remains concerned with the operational costs 
involved in a passive park.  He stated that the Village has two very large 
passive parks within its limits:  Sadowski Park and Deering Estate. 

 
Mr. Scurr noted that the property formerly known as Celestia D’Lamour  
has been planned to include a library.  He explained that staff is currently 
negotiating with the County for a long term lease of the property for the 
building and operation of environmental library. 
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Councilman Feller moved to approve the plan for Bayfront Park.  
Seconded by Councilman Neidhart.  All voted in favor.  The Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Councilman Feller moved to open discussion regarding Publix Park. 
 
Mayor Flinn stated that he is not in favor of this plan.  He noted that he 
appreciates the donation of the land; however, the continued care of the 
park and expense to maintain this park will be significant and does not see 
any tangible benefits. 
 
Councilman Feller stated that he has no objection to removing the 
pedestrian walkway; people won’t drive to this park, rather the park will 
be used by neighbors.  He noted that the proposed tot lot is not a major 
playground; however, there is low income housing near the park and 
believes it is important for those children to have a nice, grassy play area.  
He also stated that the house on the site is a good location to have small 
community meetings. 
 
Vice Mayor Robinson concurred with Councilman Feller, adding that she 
would be supportive of constructing tennis courts there also. 
 
Councilman Breder stated that the Council had agreed by resolution to 
accept the donated land from Publix.  He noted that while the house is 
occupied, the Village would be a landlord receiving rent from the current 
tenant. 
 
Councilman Neidhart noted that there is only room for one tennis court, if 
it was desired.  He stated that part of the land could be used to provide 
traffic calming. 
 
Following discussion, Councilman Feller moved to adopt the plan subject 
to modifications in the future.  Seconded by Councilman Breder.  The 
Motion carried 4-1, Mayor Flinn being the sole opposition. 
 
Councilman Breder reminded all of the interconnectivity of the parks. 

 
Vice Mayor Robinson noted that her neighbors are opposed to moving the 
roadway that enters the parking lot on the southeast side. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding the parking lots at Coral Reef Park.  

 
Councilman Breder stated that he had met with the racquetball players and 
Jane Foreman and visited the courts.  He stated that the racquetball courts 
appear to be poorly maintained.   
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Mayor Flinn stated that he is not in favor of a boat launch.  He noted that 
South Florida Water Management officials advise that you will change 
dynamics of water drainage when you change width of the flow and the 
village may have difficulties with this boat ramp.  He stated that he is not 
in favor of utilizing green area for construction of tennis courts; however, 
we need to consider the racquetball players’ desires. 

 
Councilman Neidhart agreed with the remarks concerning racquetball. 
 
Councilman Feller opined that the agreement with Palmetto Senior High 
School was for three years and that when the term of the agreement has 
expired, the village may wish to consider moving the field. 
 
Councilman Breder remarked that his recollection was that the agreement 
would be evaluated at the end of three years. 
 
The Clerk was instructed to research this matter. 

 
Councilmen Feller and Breder explained the importance of boundless 
playground. 

 
Vice Mayor Robinson stated that she would like to see informational 
kiosks at each park. 

 
Mayor Flinn expressed his support for WiFi at each park. 

 
Mr. Scurr reiterated that with regard to Coral Reef Park, staff would study 
realignment of entrances on 152 Street, study enhancement of the parking 
lot on 77 Avenue, eliminate widening canal bank for a canoe launch, and 
determine what should be done with regard to the tennis/racquetball 
facility. 
 
Ms. Garcia provided information with regard to portable skate parks.  

 
Vice Mayor Robinson moved to defer decision on Coral Reef Park, 
Perrine Wayside Park and Perrine Park.  Seconded by Councilman Feller.  
All voted in favor.  The Motion carried (5-0). 

 
X. RESOLUTIONS REQUIRING PUBLIC HEARING:  None at this time. 
 
XI. ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING AND EMERGENCY 

ORDINANCES:  None at this time. 
 
XII. ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING:  None 

at this time. 
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XIII. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS:  None at this time. 
 
XIV. OTHER BUSINESS:  None at this time. 
 
XV. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT Meeting was officially adjourned at 

11:38 pm. 
 
Prepared and submitted by: 
 
___________________________ 
Meighan J. Pier 
Village Clerk 
 
Adopted by the Village Council on 
this ___ day of January, 2005 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Eugene P. Flinn, Jr., Mayor 
 


