VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY
EDUCATIONAL COMPACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES
Wednesday, December 2, 2015
9705 E. Hibiscus Street
Palmetto Bay, Florida 33157

Attendees:
Members of the Committee: Dr. Sue Buslinger-Clifford, Diane Quick, Erica Watts-Sosa

Members of the Village Council: Mayor Eugene Flinn, Committee Liaison; Councilmember Tim Schaffer,
Acting Committee Liaison

Members of the Public: Nancy Lawther, 1° Vice President of Advocacy and Legislation, Miami-Dade
County Council for PTA and PTSA; Pamela Shlachtman, Science Department Chair and Advanced
Placement Environmental Science Teacher, Miami Palmetto Senior High School

1. Call to Order
a. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford calls meeting to order at 6:50 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes
a. Approval of minutes has been moved to the January meeting.

3. Public Comments
a. Nancy Lawther (1** Vice President of Advocacy and Legislation, Miami-Dade County
Council for PTA and PTSA) provides a legislative update
i. Replacement for No Child Left Behind passage is imminent. Lessens the power
of the federal government
ii. Senate Bill 72 — Bill regarding guns on k-12 campuses appears to be dying and
has no House companion
iii. Proposal for funding increase (5% per year) has raised questions in the
legislature and the proposal does not look as if it will pass this year
iv. Charter school legislation to tighten up financial accountability by counties.
Other legislation would rewrite the charter school legislation. Representative
Manny Diaz (Hialeah) is proposing a state charter school system. Another bill
proposes that municipalities and school boards have the ability to authorize
charter schools; constitutionality of this proposal would need to be addressed.
v. Constitutional review committee will convene in 2017. Possible proposals
include changing the structure of school systems so that they are not set by
county; would allow small counties to share school systems and for larger
systems to break into smaller districts (community based school districts).

b. Pamela Shlachtman, Science Department Chair and Advanced Placement Environmental
Science Teacher, Miami Palmetto Senior High School, provides information on the
accomplishments of Palmetto High’s science students
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i. Students competing in a wide array of regional, state and national competitions.
February is a big month for most competitions.

1.

4. Pending ltems/Updates

Students participated in regional astronaut challenge and placed within
top 3. Will now proceed to state competition at Cape Canaveral.
Astronaut challenge involves a space shuttle simulation.

Envirothon competition: high school has competed at the national level
several times and won state two times

Finished third in the Ocean Science Bowl

Students can sign up to participate; school encourages 9" grade
students to participate so that they can take part for four years

Mayor Flinn extended an invitation to have students tour the Village of
Palmetto Bay’s LEED building. He also suggests that the science
program be a source of funding from next year’s 5k Color Run

a. Letter from Committee to Village Council Regarding Support for School Board’s
Legislative Agenda

i. Councilman Schaffer referenced a letter sent by Mr. Mayo regarding the

committee’s unanimous recommendation to support the School Board’s top
priorities for the upcoming legislative session. States that the letter does not
delineate the agenda. A more detailed letter or attached documentation would
be helpful in the process. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford agrees.

ii. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford and Ms. Quick state that they have not seen a copy of the
letter sent by Mr. Mayo. Committee members were not copied on the email.

iii. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford proposes to amend the letter and to include the Miami-
Dade County School District 2016 State Legislative Program to ensure that the
council has detailed information regarding the issues the committee has chosen
to support

5. New Business

a. Ms. Quick recommends a discussion regarding the process by which future

communication by the committee is reviewed and sent

i. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford motions to adopt the following communication process.
Ms. Watts seconds the motion.

1.

Send draft communication to Meighan Alexander, Town Clerk. Request
that Ms. Alexander distribute the draft communication to all committee
members. Any committee member who wishes to propose a change to
the draft should communicate directly with Ms. Alexander without a
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copy to the committee. Ms. Alexander will make the recommended
edits and send the updated document to all members for further
review.

2. All final communications should be sent by Ms. Alexander on behalf of
the committee with a copy to all committee members.

3. When possible, all communication should be created in committee.

Ms. Watts states that Coral Reef Elementary School provided her with a list of supplies
requested by the school nurse to staff her station. Mayor Flinn proposed contacting
hospitals for supplies in exchange for signage noting the donation. He suggests that Ms.
Watts on behalf of the Education Advisory Committee and Mayor Flinn on behalf of the
Village meet with local hospital systems to request donation of supplies to the three
Palmetto Bay elementary schools. Ms. Watts makes the motion to pursue supply
donations. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford seconds the motion.

Ms. Watts notes that Annette Katz will attend the January committee meeting to discuss
an upcoming event addressing human trafficking. The goal of the program is to spread
awareness to parents and particularly parents of younger children in elementary school.
Ms. Katz will speak during public comments.
i. Ms. Watts asks whether there is a “See Something Say Something” program
locally. Mr. Shaffer states that Village police asks that residents contact them at
305-4-POLICE.

6. Future Meeting Date

a.

7. Adjourn
a.

Meetings will move to Tuesdays starting in 2016. Next meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, January 5" at 6:30 p.m.

Meeting is adjourned at 8:43 p.m.



