VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY
EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, January 5, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
9705 E. Hibiscus Street
Palmetto Bay, FL 33157

Attendees:

Committee Members: Orestes Mayo, Chairperson; Sue Buslinger-Clifford, Diane Quick,
Pam Tabor, Erica Watts-Sosa

Elected Officials: Mayor Eugene Flinn, Committee Liaison

Members of the Public: Annette Katz and Carole Bernstein, National Council of Jewish
Women; Eva Regueira, Director, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and Grants
Administration and Ms. Ana Rodriguez, Administrative Director, Miami-Dade County Public
Schools

Call to Order
a. Meeting was called to order by Mr. Mayo at 6:38 p.m.
Approval of Minutes

a. November 3, 2015 minutes will be amended and approval will be added to
February agenda.
b. December 2, 2015 minutes were approved.

Pending Items/Updates

a. Presentation by Annette Katz and Carole Bernstein, National Council of Jewish
Women, regarding human trafficking in the United States
i. Message is being delivered to PTAs and other organizations associated
with education
ii. Goalis to get the word out to the community about the problem of
human trafficking
iii. What is human trafficking? The transporting and harboring of children
leading to forced labor or sex work
iv. Human trafficking occurs everywhere including an instance in Palmetto
Bay
v. Aired video “Not for Sale | Human Trafficking”
1. 244,000 people could be at risk
2. Within 72 hours, a runaway is propositioned
vi. The Numbers: Why Should We Care
1. 1in 3 middle school children may be approached for human
trafficking



6.

Human trafficking has been reported in all 50 states
a. California, Texas and Florida have highest rates of reports
b. Top two cities: Ft. Lauderdale and Miami
Average age of victim being trafficked is 12-14 because they are
most vulnerable. Children can be victims even if they are living at
home and attending school.
200,000 people are trafficked on any given day
$500,000 generated from just one sexually exploited girl in one
year
Human trafficking is a 3.2 billion dollar industry

vii. Take action to protect your children

1.

w

Know the signs: new jewelry, gifts, expensive clothes, cell phones,
anything not purchased by parents
Watch for physical and emotional changes: bruising, piercing,
attendance/grades, older new friends, emotional/behavioral
changes
Monitor cell phone and computers
Children are targeted online, at the mall, parks, and other places
where children and teens hang out
a. Signs with hotline phone numbers should be placed in
Palmetto Bay’s public bathrooms (National Human
Trafficking Hot Line: 888-373-7888).
b. Anytime a resident suspects something, report it
i. Super Bowl Sunday is the number one day for
human trafficking
ii. Call national hotline, not police. They can answer
guestions and take a report of something seen

viii. Human Trafficking Symposium will be held at Southwood Middle School
on January 14, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Media Center, 2" floor
1. Symposium will feature State Attorney Katherine Fernandez

Rundle, Dr. Larry Feldman, School Board Member, members of
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the FBI and Miami-Dade Public Schools
Ms. Watts states that she would like to have a similar
presentation held at Palmetto Middle School in an effort to target
parents of middle school children
Councilwoman Cunningham suggests that the Committee make a
formal recommendation to the Council to place signs in the
Village’s public bathrooms with the phone number for the hotline
a. Mayor Flinn asks the presenters what protocol should be
followed with regard to awareness. Ms. Katz recommends
contacting State Attorney Rundle for full protocol
b. Mayor Flinn also asks whether further steps should be
taken, including proposing a safe house in the Village



4,

c. Dr. Buslinger-Clifford suggests some sort of sign for
teachers and staff of individuals who have been trained to
welcome students who are victims of human trafficking as
it would provide students a safe haven at school.

b. Veteran’s Park — appointee to the new Advisory Committee
i. Ms. Tabor is the committee’s appointee to the Veteran’s Park advisory
committee
ii. Mayor Flinn states that plans are moving quickly. The American Legion is
involved.

Public Comments

a. Ms. Regueira, Miami-Dade County Public Schools
i. Ms. Regueira reviewed the matrix and identified four goals for 2016 and
will discuss this at the appropriate point in the agenda.

ii. More news on the legislative agenda will be available next month as the
legislative session begins on January 12",

iii. State Board of Education is meeting tomorrow to review the school
grading process. Vice-Chair’s proposed plan would lower the grades of a
number of Miami-Dade schools.

iv. Mr. Mayo asked about the impact of No Child Left Behind no longer being
in existence. Ms. Regueira states that U.S. Representatives Carlos
Curbelo and Frederica Wilson have been involved at the federal level and
this support will have a positive impact on some of the District’s
proposals.

New Business

a. Goals for 2016 (moved up in agenda) proposed by Ms. Regueira
i. Increased communication on both ends to spread news and information
to Village residents and the committee

ii. Creating internships within the Village and with local businesses. The
District has a process in place to create internships run by the Office of
Community Engagement. Ms. Regueira will send information to Village
Clerk to be disseminated to the committee. The District needs assistance
connecting the District to Village businesses.

iii. Transportation of students. Streamline local transportation with county
and school busses. Ensure that students can take local transportation to
internships.

1. Mr. Mayo asks what the Committee can do with regard to iBus
transportation. Mayor Flinn suggests finding out what other



municipalities are doing to be successful. Mayor Flinn asks
whether it is possible to contract with Miami-Dade Schools to
provide bus services to students who do not qualify for bussing.
This is ideal because the County buses are best equipped to
transport children (has GPS, safety lights and arms for stops).

2. Question is whether it is more economical for the Village to
contract with the District or to have their own bus system.

a. Ms. Watts proposes polling parents at the next Coral Reef
Elementary PTA meeting to ask whether parents would
use the iBus whether by putting their child on the bus
alone or riding with their child to avoid having to drive to
drop off or pick up child at school.

3. Proposal is made to add to a future agenda a discussion of
transportation featuring Joe Coradino, who is conducting a study
of the iBus and someone from the District transportation office.

iv. Safe learning environment (page 11 of matrix)

1. Two initiatives currently in place: district initiative “If You See
Something Say Something” and a monthly value program.

2. Suggests adding the human trafficking message

3. Mayor Flinn asks what can be done to prevent situations where
children find themselves in a dangerous setting.

a. Ms. Watts states that there are children bused into local
schools who cannot participate in after school activities
because there is no bus service provided at a later hour.
Ms. Quick and Mr. Mayo states that an activity bus is the
solution to this problem at the middle and high school
level. Is this possible at the elementary school level? Ms.
Ana Rodriguez states she will look into the use of an
activity bus.

b. There are two different ways to achieve this: providing
after school transportation for school clubs and/or
providing transportation to the Village library and parks for
after school activities.

b. Do The Right Thing — moved to February meeting
C. Review success and discuss EAC going forward
i. Mr. Mayo asks that each committee member think about past success
and the committee going forward. How do we define ourselves moving
forward. Also proposes that all schools attend the February meeting to



discuss what is happening at each school before testing season begins.
Also would like to invite the principal of Bio Tech High School.

Mayor Flinn would like to extend an invitation to Anna Hockhammer of
Palmetto High School PTSA to come and discuss the success of the Color
Run.

Mayor Flinn also suggests that the Committee think about
recommendations for expanding the annual picnic to provide
opportunities for schools to raise awareness and/or money. Suggests
adding a discussion of this to the February agenda.

Mayor Flinn recommends thinking about partnerships with existing
groups to expand what the committee is able to do.

Future Meeting Dates

a. Tuesday, February 2, 2016

Adjourn

a. Mr. Mayo adjourned the meeting at 8:59 p.m.

Approved:

Date:




