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O:fflce.space aki~y to.thrlvrng suburban Qowntown centers 
By LIDIA DruxoVA 

'To create a thriving down: 
town in suburban or suburban
industrial communities. as some 
86uthFloiidaJlmnicipalitiesare 
striving to do, experts'say of. 
fice apace is just as imp~nt . 
as retail and residential. 

"'I~y'ou don't have the office 
space". it doesn:treallY work," 
"aid Ana· Marie Codina Barlick, 
CEO or COdin. 'Partners, the 
eompany behind Downtown '1r d' 1 1 
Dora1,"Fortheretl;ilameliities ' you ,Ontnauetne' 
ro' work, fuey work much ,bet· office space ..: it doesn't 
terwifuenacthl,edaytimepopu, really work. For'theTefail 
lat:ion.U 

. L 1 
Wbile residents in suburban amenities to wor", tney 

'downtowru are more likely to work much better with an 

go to' restaurants and shops in active da.yti,me

the e"enlnga and on weekends, I 

office workers' would provide popu ation., 

fue weekday patronage, she Ana-Mary.eCodin" 

said. , Barlielt 


"They kind of go hand in __..___'~,___ 
hand," .aidEd Silva, <lirector of 
fue Department ofBuilding and 53% want profi:as)onal ,office 
CapitoJProjectsatthe Villageof, suites and 50% wain banks and 
Palmetto Bay. speaking about furancial services in the pro
the balance ofresidential, retail pO!ied doWntown.' " 
and office space in ~uburban ''TheYllIegettiogtireilofhav
downtowns. "You have to have mg to drive to other places to 
,enough spaces to~ give these have these services performe~ 
people a place to gO'lo workand for them," Mr, Silva said. 
go find • doctor and find a The idea behind downtown 
I.wyer." Palmetto Bay is forthe village to 

More' than 1 million. square invest in atmlies,'infrastructure 
feet of Downtown Doral in the and' a code iowrite, which in 
large!ysuburban-induatrialCity tum would prompt developers 
of Doral will be dedicated to to invest in the ore .. " 
office space, said Maria G, SO far, eigh~developersha:ve 
luneadena, VP principal, been interested, Mr. SlIvasaid, 
Fairchild Partners, the real es- and SeVen h8.ve offered tnixed
,tate brokerage fum leasing of· use development. where retail 
fiee space in DownlDwn DoraL and oj;tice space is housed on 

Mrs. Codina Barlicll: said the bottom floors and the rest 
about a third of Downtown of the building is resid<;ntillL 
Doral's land in 'acreage will be Bu!, he added, market forc~s 
office space. will dictate exactly how much 

'Six ofthe S"""ll office build· office sjlaee could open in Pal
ings already exist; the Daven-· metto Bay~s downtown. 
port, the Dawson, the Spokane' A, task force comprised of 
and the ,Trenton buildings were ,about 40,lltcbitects, urb.an plan
renovated and are 800/, occu· nersandotherprofess\onalshas' 
pied; 'the 150,OOO·square-foot proposed fue downtown Pal

) ,,;"·slory8333DowntownDorai metto Bay development. 
building, at 8333 NW 53rd St... "There halln'! been a tot of 
Willi built in 20lQ and hOUJles goodquality,C1assAtypespace, 
technology companies, govem~ at least iu the SQ~thDade ItlW;F 
ment {1gencies and law· finnB: ket" said Scott Silvm) execu~ 
among others; and the 69,000- tive director far ad~isory ser
'quare-foot7950buildingisalso vice. for Metro 1 Properties 
On Nor1hwest 53rd Street. Ms, and. task force member, "You 
Juncadell. aaid. " have certain, are.. and Pal· 

8ti11 :to come; the, 150,000· -metto Bay 'is one of them 
;quar..foot 8350 bUilding '01\ where it'. near eertoJn affluent 
Northwest 53rd Terrace, she managers and where the own~ 

, said. era ofbusinessea live, and they 
, South Miam;·Dade's largely want to be able to locate thelt 

suburbllllPalmotto Bayi. study. offices there,· 
ing the possibility of" down· A suburban downtown of· 
!owninanllIeasome1hneacalled fica, he added, would,signili
theFranjo Triangle,locatedfrom cantly cut drive time, 
Soufuwest 184th Street nurth "Would you'd rather drive 
to 168th Street and trom us 1 two hours back and for1h to 
eastto,~Hst Court, 93rd"venue work, or two minnie.,?" he said. 
and 93rd Place, Ms. Juncadalla, of ¥airchild 

A third·party market study Partners, said suborban down' 
showad that in fu" next five to town. complete wifu office 

o seven yeaxs "the market absorp~ space create 8. stronger' :;com~ 
tion far office space in Pabnetto ,munity feel." , 
Bay should be between 135,000 Iilitorically, sjle said, people 
to 270000 squBre feet," said hadtheiiIbusineas.. downstairs 
Mr. silva, director of the De-' and worked upstairs infue sanie 
patlmentofBU11dingandCapital building. Then, cOmlnunities 
Proj~cts. The study, h. added, created "work centers" 'pecifi· 
shows how much office spaCe cally zoned for office spa.c~, 
the community can support. "Now, we are looking to inre

in addition,' StlJ'Vey ofre,i· grsteeverythingagain,"shesaid, 
dent> 011 fue downtown initi., '"to bnprove our qUality otlife, 
live showed that 55% of Te· to bnprove the strength offue 
spandents w~medicalQffices:, community.0 
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