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he Deering Estate at Cutler, replete with six historic houses, three archeological sites, and 
450 acres of protected natural areas, has been on the National Register of Historic Places 
since March 11, 1986. The primary historic building on the site, known as the Stone 

House, is a 13,900 square foot, fire-resistant fortress of poured concrete featuring Spanish 
inspired, Mediterranean Revival architecture. The Stone House was constructed in nine months at 
a cost of $66,000, excluding the electrical wiring, plumbing, elevator, metal doors, stone veneer, 
and barrel roof tiles. Charles Deering hired contractor Sandquist & Snow, Inc., and Phineas Paist 
to construct this “addition” to his winter residence – the neighboring Richmond Cottage – for the 
family as well as to house Mr. Deering's vast collection of fine art and furnishings.  
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The Deering Estate at Cutler was once home to one of the most extensive and valuable art and 
antique collections in South Florida. Several historic inventories document the contents of the 
houses between 1916 and shortly after Charles Deering’s death in 1927. The vast collection 
included paintings by Goya, Murillo, El Greco, Zuluaga, Sorolla , Padilla, Tiepolo, Degas, 
Boldini, Winslow, Whistler, Gainsborough, Fortuny, Zorn, John S. Sargent, and Ramon Casas. 
The artwork also included one of the largest and most valuable collections of carpets and 
tapestries from Spain and the Orient to be found in the U.S. at that time. 

Conservation is an ongoing endeavor at the Estate. As a result, up until only recently, many 
visitors noticed that the walls in the Stone House Ballroom and Library have been distinctively 
bare. That is because the 1866 Ramon Casas Carbo oil-on-canvas painting “Procesión de 
Miércoles de Cenizas en Barcelona,” which originally hung in the Stone House Ballroom, has 
undergone a lengthy conservation effort through generous contributions from Miami-Dade 
County Commissioner Katy Sorenson, the Deering Estate Foundation, and American Express. 
This major highlight on the historic house tour is once again on display and is delighting.  

Visitors may also see many other historic fine-art pieces on exhibit at the Estate, including: 

• The early 20th Century Hispanic Gothic Revival twelve-light bronze chandelier that 
originally hung in the Stone House Library;  

• Ramon Casas Carbo’s 1908 oil-on canvas painting of Richard Flint Howe and William 
Deering /Howe;  

• His 1917 pastel of James Deering and his 1920 portrait of Barbara Deering;  

• The 1907 watercolor of Sitges by M. Crusal; and, of course, 

• Charles Deering’s 1894 oil-on-canvas paintings of General William Denison Whipple 
(his father-in-law) and of his stepmother Mrs. William Deering (Clara Cummings 
Hamilton),  



Bibliophiles will appreciate learning that the descendents of the Deering family donated about 
340 historic books pertaining to Charles Deering. This unique collection includes:  

• 1699 edition of John Dunton’s “The Dunlin Scuffle;”  

• 1716 edition of “The Constitution of the Catholic Church and the Nature and 
Consequences of Schism set forth in a Collection of Papers;”  

• Four volume 1782 edition of “The Adventures of Gil Blas of Santellane;”  

• Four volume 1792 edition of “The History and Adventures of the Renowned Don 
Quixote;”  

• Two-volume 1800 edition of the “History of Tom Jones;” 

• 12-volume collection of the 1859 edition of “The Complete Works of William Hickling 
Prescott;”  

• 1857 edition of “W. B. Yeats Collected Works;” 

• Collection of the 1860 edition of “Sir Walter Scott’s Waverly Novels;” and  

• 1924 limited edition (20 copies only) of “The Charles Deering Collection: A Catalogue 
of Carpets of Spain and the Orient.” 

A selection of these one-of-a-kind books will be featured in an historic exhibit collaboration with 
the University of Miami Richter Library Special Collections and our Living Artist Concert Series  

The Deering Estate is a popular venue for community activities and events, such as 
EcoAdventure Tours, Adult Education Classes, Youth Camp & Programs, and annual outdoor 
concerts. For more information please visit www.deeringestate.org. 

A special thanks to Jennifer Tisthammer, Exhibits & Collections Manager at the Deering Estate at Cutler, 
for penning this report on behalf of the Village of Palmetto Bay, July 8, 2009 

 


