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Early Morning Satellite Image 

• Sandy continues to 
strengthen as it 
moves north 
towards Jamaica. 

 
• Max winds: 80 mph 
 
• Movement: NNE 13 

mph 



Water Vapor Satellite Image 

- Upper level  
trough indicated 
by dark area over 
Florida/Gulf of 
Mex./NW 
Caribbean should 
keep center of 
Sandy on a 
northward track 
across Bahamas 
and staying east 
of Florida. 

 



Official Track from the 
National Hurricane Center 

• Models showing good 
consistency in this 
general track.  
 

• NOTE: Cone not 
relevant as far as 
showing the outward 
extent of the wind field 
 

• “Expanding” storm as it 
moves across Bahamas 
Thursday and Friday. 
 

• Wind field expanding 
westward with time 
and approaching SE 
Florida coast late 
Thursday. 



Morning Model Runs 

Very good 
model 
agreement on a 
track across 
Central 
Bahamas 



Tropical Storm  
Wind Speed Probabilities 

10-15% for 
southeast Florida 
coast. Little 
change in past 12 
hours. 
 
Less than 10% 
elsewhere. 



Watches and Other 
Hazards 



POTENTIAL IMPACTS: Wind 

 LOW BUT CONCERNING IMPACT 
 Metro SE Florida (metro Miami-

Dade/Broward/Palm Beach):  
Prolonged period of sustained 25-35 
mph with occasional gusts to 50 mph 
late Thursday afternoon through 
Friday evening. Sustained 35-40 mph 
winds a possibility along the coast for 
a brief period late Thursday night and 
Friday. Wind direction NE on 
Thursday, N on Thursday night and N-
NW Friday. Possible higher gusts to 60 
mph right along coast in rain squalls 
Thursday night and Friday.  

 Remainder of the mainland (including 
Everglades and SW Florida): sustained 
20-25 mph with gusts to 40 mph 
Thursday afternoon through sundown 
Friday.  



Potential Impacts: WIND 

Surf Winds 
 Main impact in form of broken/downed trees and tree branches, 

downed power lines resulting in some power outages. 
 Dangerous driving conditions on bridges and overpasses, 

particularly for high-profile vehicles. 
 

 Compared to Isaac, there will be less squally/rainy conditions due to 
being on the “drier” side of Sandy. However, “dry” gusts to 50 mph 
(as indicated in previous slides) still expected late Thursday and 
more likely Friday during the day. These winds still could cause 
impacts noted above. Any rain bands which may set up could lead 
to even higher gusts near the coast. 

 
 

 



POTENTIAL IMPACTS: Atlantic Coastal 

 MAJOR BEACH EROSION AND 
DANGEROUS RIP CURRENTS 

 MINOR COASTAL FLOODING 
POSSIBLE  

 
 Timing: Thursday afternoon through 

Friday night. Effects of beach 
erosion and coastal flooding mainly 
during high tides.  
 

 Coastal flooding mainly in form of 
minor overwash of beach roads 



Potential Impacts: RAINFALL 

Surf 
 

  Rainfall 
Depending on the proximity of rain bands, east coast could see 1-2 

inches WITH POSSIBLE HIGHER AMOUNTS through Friday night. Close 
call as to whether rain bands set up along the coast or just offshore. 
Current flooding potential is very low but this needs to be monitored.  

Strong Precipitation  
Gradient along the  
East coast Metro Areas 



Thanks! 

     For the latest forecasts, watches and  
     warnings, please visit our webpage at: 
 

                   www.weather.gov/southflorida 


