
Dear Students, Parents, Teachers, Administrators, and Concerned Citizens: 
 
As a member of Southwood Middle School's mail list, I recently received an e-mail alert 
regarding the DARE program. I wish to share with you, in my capacity as Mayor of 
Palmetto Bay, the status of several important child safety programs your Village provides 
to our families. 
 
Palmetto Bay remains committed to child safety – and always will. As you may know, 
the Village Policing Unit is provided on a contract basis via Miami-Dade County, 
although we are responsible for setting our own Policing budget. Therefore, I have first-
hand knowledge that no budget cuts are forecasted in the area of Police services and 
staffing. This includes the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) program. The 
Palmetto Bay Village Council, management, and Poling Unit remain committed to 
offering the DARE program at the public schools located within the boundaries of our 
Village. 
 
Previously, Palmetto Bay had reimbursed Miami-Dade County for the DARE program 
offered within the Village. Regardless of whether Miami-Dade County continues to 
support the program countywide, I assure you our plan for the upcoming year is to fund 
this same DARE program totally in-house, using DARE-trained Palmetto Bay Policing 
Unit officers. There will be NO REDUCTION in the DARE program, and no cuts to our 
Officer Friendly program for our partner public schools. 
 
Our Policing Unit also maintains an exemplary outreach program in the area of child 
safety, such as fingerprinting services and safety education at various public events. 
These booths have attracted literally thousands of children and their parents in recent 
years at events such as the Village's Annual Celebration Picnic, the Deering Seafood 
Festival, and the Cultural Council's Art Show. Most recently, our Policing Unit staffed a 
booth at The Falls Shopping Center (Saturday, Aug. 22), wherein take-home ID records 
were created for the parents of more than 150 children, ages 2-12. 
 
These proven programs will continue to be available and administered in Howard Drive 
Elementary, Perrine Elementary, and Coral Reel Elementary, as well as Southwood 
Middle School. 
 
Please continue to stay vigilant on child programming in all areas of our County. I share 
and support your concerns as your Mayor, but more importantly, as a parent of two 
children in the public school system. Thank you for volunteering and advocating on 
behalf of all our children. Every member of the Village Council, our Manager, Clerk, 
Police Commander, and Village staff is a parent and/or has a deep interest in child safety 
and education. We share your concerns and take them very seriously. We remain 
committed to work everyday to improve the quality of life for families. 
 
If you wish to receive my regular updates or wish to contact me directly via e-mail, 
please do so via my personal e-mail: eugeneflinn@aol.com. Correspondence regarding 
official Village business should be directed to: eflinn@palmettobay-fl.gov. 



 
Eugene P. Flinn, Jr. 
Mayor, Palmetto Bay 


