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Garden Named in Honor of Early Champion 
of Palmetto Bay Village Formation  

 

Dedication of Ken Robinson Meditation Garden Held June 8 
 
 
PALMETTO BAY, Fla., (June 8, 2008) – Friends and residents of Palmetto Bay join 
village council members today at Coral Reef Park for dedication of the Ken Robinson 
Meditation Garden. In November of 2006, the village council officially named this formal 
English-styled garden in honor of the late husband of Vice Mayor Robinson, a pioneer in 
the effort behind the incorporation of Palmetto Bay. 
 
The ceremony takes place in the northeast section of Coral Reef Park (near the park’s 
77th Ave. entrance) starting at 12:30 p.m. and includes remarks, a harp performance, 
vocal music, and light refreshments. The program also includes an unveiling of a public-
art sculpture in the central square and concludes with a butterfly release. Numerous 
members of the Robinson family also will be in attendance. 
 
“Ken would be so proud that this area where he once walked will be a continual source 
of joy, beauty, and peace for the residents of Palmetto Bay,” said Vice Mayor Linda 
Robinson, Ken’s wife of 41 years. “His wishes were to leave a legacy of improving the 
quality of life for our community.” 
 
Design of this ornamental garden incorporates a raised central bed surrounded by a 
pebble path flanked by plants, bushes, and flowering trees. There are bench areas 
within the garden as well as protected seating at the garden’s western entrance under a 
specially built gazebo. 
 
“We selected flowers that would bloom all year round, on a palette of blues, pinks, 
whites, and yellows,” said Vice Mayor Robinson, “The park is an attractive xeriscaping of 
plants and flowers whose natural requirements are appropriate to our hot climate.” 
 
The garden was conceived as a unique feature of Coral Reef Park that will appeal to all 
members of the community and enjoyed by people of all ages. “We wanted to offer a 
natural and tranquil place where you could get away from it all,” said the vice mayor, “a 
special place where residents can go to release pressure from life’s stresses.” 
 
“Ken loved this park and would often walk and exercise here,” she continued. “And he so 
admired the very tree that now stands as a key element of the Meditation Garden.” 
 
So unique is the meditation garden, it is viewed by Palmetto Bay Parks & Recreation 
Department as yet another exciting amenity in the village park system. In fact, a wedding 
has been scheduled to take place there within weeks of the dedication. 
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Ken Robinson is best remembered for his participation in the incorporation effort 
surrounding formation of the Village of Palmetto Bay in the mid-90s. “He was tenacious 
when it came to fighting for those things he believed were right,” Mayor Eugene P. Flinn, 
Jr., said. “And he knew that incorporation was the right thing for Palmetto Bay.” 
 
As one of Palmetto Bay’s “founding fathers,” Ken Robinson dedicated countless hours to 
this effort. From his humorous “wondering” letters often published by the Community 
Newspapers to his participation on the Palmetto Bay Incorporation Steering Committee, 
Vice Mayor Robinson noted that “Ken’s biting wit and playful sense of humor kept alive 
the incorporation efforts through times of frustration and stress." 
 
“And he proudly received our first city proclamation,” Vice Mayor Robinson added. Not 
only was Ken Robinson devoted to village incorporation, but he also served as chairman 
of the Miami-Dade County Citizen’s Advisory Board (for the Board of Education).  
 
A native of Cleveland, Ken Robinson attended Ohio State and earned a bachelor degree 
from Case Western Reserve University. He was a public accountant and realtor, and, 
according to the vice mayor, “His love for his family always came first.” The Robinson’s 
raised two children in Palmetto Bay, David and Lisa.  
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Incorporated in 2002, The Village of Palmetto Bay is a vibrant community of 25,000 residents nestled 
between Biscayne Bay and So. Dixie Highway, about 15 miles south of downtown Miami. The Village is 
governed by a five-member Council and operates under a Council-Manager form of government. Dubbed 
“The Village of Parks,” Palmetto Bay offers an extensive system of attractive parks, unique recreational 
opportunities, and bay access. It also is home to several excellent public schools, and a robust commercial 
corridor along Dixie Highway offering a diverse range of restaurants, markets, and lodging. Specifically, the 
Village extends from the centerline of SW 136 St., south to the centerline of SW 184 St., expanding west to 
the centerline of South Dixie Highway (including the center island), and east to Biscayne Bay. 


