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Camping in the Park and Movie Night set Feb. 6-7
BY GARY ALAN RUSE

A
different kind of event
is scheduled for Coral
Reef Park for Saturday
Feb. 6, 11 a.m., to
Sunday, Feb. 7, 10 a.m.,

when “Camping in the Park and Movie
Night” takes place.
One of the first village events to involve

camping out at the park, the overnight hap-
pening will feature two films, a campfire,
bird watching and night hike, a kayak adven-
ture, an animal encounter, telescope stargaz-
ing, team building activities and more.
The first movie is the documentary Ghosts

of the Western Glades with live narration by
film director Richard Kern at 7 p.m. The next
movie is Night at the Museum, Secret of the
Tomb, on the giant 20- by 40-foot screen,
which starts at 8:30 p.m.
The online registration deadline is

Thursday, Feb. 4. There is free admission
and parking, and there are activities and
food and refreshments for sale.
Coral Reef Park is located at 7895 SW

152 St.
For the camping, no alcoholic beverages

will be allowed and there will be no smok-
ing. Pets are not permitted.
If you are bringing a quick shade tent,

BY GARY ALAN RUSE

T
hree girls from the
Cutler Bay and
Palmetto Bay area won
Grand Champion
Awards at the

Homestead Rodeo on Jan. 21 in the
Mechanical Bull Rodeo Buck Off. The
three were riding for Team Pesky Critters,
sponsored by Todd Hardwick, owner of
Pesky Critters.
The team included Amanda Virok, 14,

who is a Cutler Bay resident; McKenna
Andris, 17, of Palmetto Bay, and Michelle

Horne, 23, of Cutler Bay.
“They beat out 10 other teams including

all-guy teams, some of whom actually ride
bulls,” said Sheri L. Virok, mother of
Amanda Virok. “The Mechanical Bull
Buck Off is an event held each year the
week of the Homestead Rodeo.”
The Buck Off event benefits three char-

ities: Patches, This Is for the Kids, and
This is the Dog. Keyes Realty in
Homestead was an event sponsor.
Andris currently competes in Junior

No Bull: These girls 
outlasted the guys 

Pictured (l-r) are Michelle Horne; Todd Hardwick, owner of Pesky Critters; McKenna Andris and
Amanda Virok.  (Photo by Sheri L. Virok)

–––––––––––––––––––––   See CAMPING, page  4
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––   See BULL, page  4

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––   See FPL, page  4

BY GRANT MILLER 
Publisher

I was mad as hell
when I read that Florida
Power & Light plans to
raise our electric bills 24
percent over the next
four years.
In this latest rate hike

request, the company is
asking for a whopping $1.3 billion to
build more power plants and increase its
profits. As a captive customer of FPL, if
you’re not mad, you’re not paying atten-
tion. 
For Florida families already struggling

to keep their heads above water, another
FPL rate increase is the last thing they
need. This is the company's third rate hike
request in six years. FPL increased bills in
2012 when the Florida Public Service
Commission allowed it to charge another
$358 million and get an 11.5 percent prof-
it. Now they are back again asking for an

FPL: A $1.3 billion
rate hike. Really?
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