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RESOLUTION NO. _ 05-41

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE COUNCIL OF
THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO
LOBBYING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO AMEND
LEGISLATION RELATING TO TRESPASS IN PUBLIC PARKS BY
SEXUAL OFFENDERS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FURTHER
PROTECTION TO FLORIDA’S MINOR CHILDREN BY MAKING
THE CONVICTION FOR TRESPASS WITHIN A SCHOOL
SAFETY ZONE” A FELONY; AND SEEKING SUPPORT FROM
ALL NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES WITH THIS INITIATIVE;
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to sections 810.095, 810.097 and 810.0975, Florida
Statutes, it is currently a misdemeanor to trespass upon school grounds or “school safety
zones,” which area is defined as "within 500 feet of any real property owned by or leased
by or to a public or private elementary, middle, or high school"; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature found a compelling state interest in
protecting Florida school zones and Florida children from trespass and from the dangers
associated with someone who trespasses upon school grounds or “school safety zone”,;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the state’s inherent police powers the state can enhance
the penalties associated with trespass actions upon school grounds or school safety zones;
and

WHEREAS, due to concerns over sexual predators and sexual offenders, the
Federal and state legislatures have passed legislation regulating the reporting of sexual
predators and sexual offenders; and

WHEREAS, it would benefit the residents of the state of Florida and, particularly,
the residents of the Village of Palmetto Bay, if the Florida legislature moved to further
protect the protect the health, safety, and welfare of Florida’s minor children, the village
of Palmetto Bay urges the state legislature to amend sections 810.095, 810.097, and
810.0975, Fla. Stat., so that a person who has been previously adjudicated a sexual
offender or sexual predator, and who is found trespassing upon school grounds or school
safety zones be charged with a felony, and, if convicted, to serve additional jail time as
provided under Florida law; and
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Village Council desire to encourage the Florida
Legislature to amend state law to protect the health, welfare and safety of Florida’s
children by increasing the penalties associated with trespass to school zones or school
safety zones; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND
VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA, AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The above whereas clauses are incorporated by reference.

Section 2.  The village council seeks the support of all neighboring communities
in Miami-Dade County, Broward County, Palm Beach County and all other affected
communities within Florida to support the village’s efforts to lobby the Florida
Legislature to amend the legislation so that the interests of all minor children in the state
of Florida are protected; and ensure that all convicted sexual offenders or sexual
predators found trespassing on school grounds or on school safety zones be prosecuted
for a felony offense.

Section 3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon approval.

June
PASSED and ADOPTED this 6th day of May, 2005.
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yil/ghg/ﬂ Pier Eugene P. Flinn, Jr.
illage Clerk Mayor
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
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Nagin Gallop & Figueredo, P.A.

Office of Village Attorney
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FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION:
Council Member Ed Feller
Council Member Paul Neidhart
Council Member John Breder
Vice-Mayor Linda Robinson

Mayor Eugene P. Flinn, Jr.

YES

YES

YES

YES
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